
DOWNERS GROVE 
ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS COMMISSION 

MINUTES 
May 22, 2014 

 
 

I. Roll Call 

Chairman Sterner called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. and asked for a roll call. 

Present: Chairman Sterner, Commissioner Cavallo, Commissioner Salman, 
Commissioner Speta & Commissioner Wikowsky 
Absent: Commissioner Eisenhart, Commissioner Mlade & Commissioner Pelloso  
Staff: Nick Santoro 

II. Review and Approval of April 10, 2014 Meeting Minutes 

Commissioner Cavallo made a motion to approve the April 10, 2014 meeting 
minutes. Commissioner Salman seconded the motion. Motion carried by a voice 
vote.  
 

III. Visitor Welcome 

There were four guests present at the meeting, including representatives from 
HAVI Global Solutions and Hamilton Partners. 
 

IV. New Commissioner Welcome 

Commissioner Wikowsky was officially welcomed to the ECC by the other 
commissioners present. Brief introductions were provided by each of the ECC 
commissioners.  
 

V. Staff Update on Ongoing Projects 

Mr. Santoro gave an update on the DuPage River Sweep. He stated that the event 
had been rescheduled from May 17 to May 24 due to high water levels and cold 
weather conditions. Volunteers would be cleaning the section of Saint Joseph’s 
Creek that runs through Gilbert Park.  
 
Mr. Santoro also provided an update on the Village’s prescription drug collection 
program. He stated that the program began in January 2014 and that staff has met 
with over 100 residents and collected over 200 pounds of prescription and expired 
over the counter drugs through April.  
 
 
  



VI. Green Business Program: HAVI Global Solutions 
 
Sabi Horvat of HAVI Global Solutions and Patti Pierce of Hamilton Partners 
provided a presentation on HAVI’s Green Business Application. Hamilton 
Partners manages the building in which HAVI is a tenant. Mr. Horvat spoke at 
length about HAVI’s green team and their efforts in awareness, education and 
volunteerism within the company. He also spoke about programs implemented to 
reduce waste such as reduction of employee handouts, distribution of Klean 
Kanteens to employees and participation in the building’s mixed recycling 
program.  
 
Mr. Horvat spoke about the renovation of the office space when HAVI moved to 
their new office recently. He stated that 41,940 pounds of carpet were diverted 
from the landfill and that 7,400 square yards of carpet were donated to nonprofits 
in the area. He also stated that 65% of construction waste was diverted from 
landfills.  
 
Ms. Pierce provided details about the office space located at 3500 Lacey Road. 
She spoke about the building being certified LEED Silver. Ms. Pierce said that the 
building earned that designation through extensive stormwater management, 
energy conservation and reduction in water use during the design of the building. 
They are currently looking at recertification.  
 
Mr. Horvat concluded his presentation by speaking about HAVI’s efforts to 
increase public transportation to their current site. He stated that the company has 
been in contact with the Village and PACE to set up a new route but due to a 
shortage of funds that project has not been completed at this time.  
 
After the conclusion of the presentation, ECC commissioners asked several 
questions of the applicants. Commissioner Cavallo asked if there were any 
practices that HAVI participated in that could be transferred to other businesses. 
Mr. Horvat suggested that participating in the Green Office Challenge, promotion 
of volunteerism, having leadership buy-in and communicating successes to 
employees. Chairman Sterner asked how McDonalds recognizes HAVI’s 
practices. Mr. Horvat stated that they review HAVI’s practices every three years 
and was awarded Supplier of the Year award last year. They also work closely 
with the McDonalds Green Team. Commissioner Speta asked if Mr. Horvat could 
elaborate on how HAVI consults with their clients on increasing sustainability. 
Mr. Horvat stated that during every packaging review, HAVI will propose 
different resin types such as more recyclable options with cost amounts and 
environmental impact so clients can make informed decisions with sustainability 
in mind. Commissioner Salman stated that HAVI has accomplished a great deal 
and wondered if they had set goals for the future. Mr. Horvat explained that they 
are working on their ISO 14001 certification, identification and reduction of 
HAVI’s carbon footprint and increasing attendance to their yearly volunteer event 
the “Week of Giving”.  



Chairman Sterner asked if there was a motion to recognize HAVI Global 
Solutions as a Green Business. Commissioner Cavallo made a motion to 
recognize. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Salman. Chairman Sterner 
called roll call vote and the motion passed 5-0.  
 
Mr. Santoro informed Mr. Horvat that HAVI was now an official Downers Grove 
Green Business and that there would receive rights to use the program logo, be 
recognized through the Village’s social media and be recognized with a Mayoral 
proclamation at an upcoming Village Council meeting.     
 

VII. New Business 

Chairman Sterner asked if it would be possible to for the Village to provide the 
MSDS sheets for the mosquito spray used in the Village. Mr. Santoro said that 
those sheets would be provided to the Commission at the June meeting.  
 

VI.  Adjournment 

Commissioner Speta made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner 
Cavallo seconded the motion. The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m.  


